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CRIME DOESN’T STOP FOR COVID-19
During this difficult time offenders have sought ways to take advantage of vulnerable individuals and
businesses, below we share some advice and best practise on how to try and reduce the risk and what
to do if you find yourself in such a position.

‘Coronavirus coughs’ will be charged as assault’
Anyone using coronavirus to threaten emergency and essential workers faces serious criminal charges,
such behaviour is illegal and assaults specifically against emergency workers are punishable by up to 12
months in prison. Coughs directed as a threat at other key workers or members of the public could be
charged as common assault. A female from the Northumbria area has recently been imprisoned for 4
months for such an act. Please report any incidents of this type to police via 101 and 999 in an emergency

Burglaries/Sneak in
There has been an increase in night time
burglaries, sneak in burglaries and
attempted break ins reported. On the
right we have put together a check list
which can support in keeping yourself
and premises secure. There have been
cases where personal mobile phones,
house keys, car keys and purses stolen
after sneak in burglaries during trading
hours.

NHS Fraudulent Lanyards
There have been national incidents regarding people using
fraudulent NHS lanyards in order to gain discounts on
products whilst shopping. Please ensure anyone that seems
suspicious in store check their details to ensure they aren't
purchasing goods at discount fraudulently.



Ensure all doors leading into staff/warehouse
areas are closed and locked if applicable at all
times



All valuables are locked away and not left out on
display



Double check doors/windows/shutters are
locked and secure when leaving work



Report any suspicious behaviour to police



Ensure CCTV is working and recording



If something seems out of place/tampered with
when approaching or entering work for open up
review CCTV and report to police

